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MEAL ORDERS THIS WEEK:
Chick-fil-A this Wednesday
and Prep by K.U.G. this Friday… order forms are on pages 3 and 4 if you need them!

1. The most exciting news of the semester thus far: WE HAVE A NEW
CAFETERIA MANAGER!! See her introduction on page 2!
2. 18-19 Yearbooks will arrive by the end of this month.
3. There has been a question or two about proper uniform for mass.
Please see pages 16 and 17 in this year’s family handbook (we have a copy
online on the school website: www.stal.org ). If you have any further questions, please let
me know, and I’ll be happy to answer for you. Thanks!

A Call to Evangelize…

Please help donate this
month to “The Lord is
My Help” food pantry!
The shopping cart is in
the cafeteria ready for
your contribution.
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saints celebrated this week as well.
Three days this week are dedicated
to martyrs who gave their lives for
Christ. On Monday, we celebrate
the lives of saints Cornelius, Pope,
and Cyprian, Bishop, who promulgated the radical notion that Christ’s
mercy is unlimited and can even
apply to those who renounce their
faith and then choose to return.
Saint Januarius is celebrated Thursday, and he was the bishop of Benevento, Italy who hid Christians from
the Romans during the Diocletian
persecutions in the fourth century.
On Friday, our children will hear in
mass about the Korean martyrs,
saints Kim Tae-gon and Paul Chong
Hasang, who gave their lives for
evangelizing the Korean peninsula.
Other saints celebrated this week
include St. Robert Bellarmine on
Tuesday, and St. Matthew, Apostle,
on Saturday.

When we hear the word
“evangelize,” the average person
usually thinks, “well, that only applies to clergy.” But in truth, we
hear all throughout the Bible of ordinary men and women (and even
children) called to evangelize. Our
readings in Timothy begin the week
by outlining the character traits desired for men who are called to the
episcopate (bishops), presbyterate
(priests), and diaconate (deacons).
But the message is for us all. We are
ALL called to spread the good news
of Jesus Christ to the world around
us. Many women might read this
week’s readings and think the call for
them in the ministry of the kingdom
is diminished. However, Friday’s
gospel (Luke 8:1-3) specifically highlights the role of several women who
traveled with Jesus and the twelve
apostles throughout Galilee assisting
What is wonderful about our celein the ministry in various ways.
bration of St. Matthew is that this
Again, the call is to us all!
feast highlights the fact that God
An underlying thread throughout
calls all of us, from all backgrounds
this week’s readings seems to be one
and with the shadiest of “baggage”,
of humility within evangelization, as
to evangelize. Matthew was a tax
Paul exhorts Timothy and others to
collector, reviled among the people
take care to be transparent and
of his time and scorned by Pharisees
trustworthy while carrying out their
and citizens alike. But as the old
ministry. Humility can take on differsaying goes, “God doesn’t call the
ent meanings, as we look at our
qualified; He qualifies the called.”

This is so easily displayed in the lives
of many of the apostles, who represented a wide swath of society, including the not-so-revered. What
does this say to us? Simple: we are
called to spread the good news of
Jesus Christ to the entire world,
starting right here in our own community! So, how do we
“evangelize”? It’s not as difficult as
we may think. Fr. Mike in his homily
to the children Friday exhorted every
child to say something nice to another person, without being asked, during the course of the school day. The
results were astounding; everywhere
I went throughout school the rest of
the day, I heard children complimenting each other, witnessed them
assisting each other, and being the
true evangelists that Christ called
them to be. Isn’t that a wonderful
example for us all?
So, as we go through this week,
let’s heed the example of Paul, Timothy, Jesus, and our own children, and
see how much love and goodness we
can spread throughout our community. You’ll be happy you did! And,
as always, we look forward to seeing
you at mass.
Blessings and Peace,

Deacon David

We are extremely proud to introduce you to St. Al’s newest staff member, Ms. Cecilia Snyder!
She is a registered dietician with a Master of Science degree in nutrition and food systems,
and has experience in several areas of foodservice management and child nutrition programs.
As a bonus, she is a native of Ocean Springs and an alumnus of St. Alphonsus Catholic School!
She begins setting up the kitchen this week, and will begin regular dining services production
the week of September 30th. Please keep Ms. Snyder in your prayers as she begins her new
ministry to our children and community!

“As a St. Alphonsus alumnus, I
cannot begin to convey how
excited I am to return home
and be part of such a strong
community once again. I not
only have high hopes to provide delicious and nutritious
meals for our students, but I am
also hopeful that the dining
services program can eventually serve as a contributor to
the overall health and wellness
of the school. Thank you for
welcoming me into your family
here at St. Alphonsus!”

Ms. Cecilia Snyder, MS, RD

