“Today God invites you to do good;
do it therefore today.”
~ St. Alphonsus Liguori

Where Faith and Reason build the mind, soul, and character
Our History & Faith

Our Faculty

Nestled among ancient live oak trees in beautiful, downtown Ocean Springs, St.
Alphonsus Catholic School has an uninterrupted tradition of forming the minds and
souls of children since 1883. The school is wholly united with St. Alphonsus Parish to
form Intentional Disciples for Christ. We provide a loving, Christian community and
a broad, rigorous curriculum that challenges students academically and spiritually
while encouraging self-discipline and service to God and nation. Promoting Christian
values is of primary importance as the basis of moral discernment and the foundation
of a meaningful life. Our educators inspire standards of excellence and continuous
intellectual curiosity. We develop the unique gifts of each student to be used in
service to Our Lord and cultivate their longing for truth and goodness.
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Our Spiritual & Academic Formation
We offer a competitive curriculum for each stage of a young person’s development
and provide daily religious instruction along with weekly participation in the Holy
Mass. Each student is immersed in a foreign language, music and the visual arts,
physical education, technology competencies, and library study.
Our Early Childhood Program for Pre-Kindergarten 2 to Kindergarten provides
a nurturing, spiritually based educational environment focused on literacy
development, number sense, social development, creative movement, and
exploration.
The Elementary Program, 1st to 3rd Grades, encourages students to explore and
organize cultural experiences in local and global settings. Mathematics courses
promote fluency and guide students to think, strategize, and solve problems.
In the Upper Elementary Program, 4th to 6th grades, students increase mathematics
study using manipulatives for further reasoning and application. Science and social
studies engage interdisciplinary subject matter. Leadership and community service
opportunities also abound within the school and local community.

Over 50% of our faculty members have a master’s degree or higher.
Our faculty includes instructors of technology, music, Spanish, library science,
and physical education.
Our Director of Child Nutrition is a Registered Dietician with a master’s in
nutrition and food services.
Teachers are trained in St. John Bosco’s philosophies regarding student discipline.
All staff members have received Intentional Disciples training.
Each faculty member receives ongoing professional development.
We will have the only school, public or private, in the region to enroll faculty in
the Whole Schools Initiative, a program by the Mississippi Arts Commission that
uses the arts as a vehicle for promoting high-quality instruction and learning for
students in all disciplines.

Our Curriculum & Environment
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St. Alphonsus School was named a National Blue Ribbon School for standards
of excellence evidenced by student achievement and is accredited through the
Mississippi Department of Education and AdvancEd.
Partnering with the Walter Anderson Museum of Art, we provide holistic, inclassroom art instruction to all students. “Seasons of Creation – An Educational
Collaboration” will bring together WAMA’s world-class, creative discovery and the
exploring imaginations of our students.
A chapel is under construction inside the school for the 2021-22 academic year.
Chromebooks are used in 3rd to 6th grades, and iPads are used in other grades.
Mimio Teach Interactive Whiteboards and cameras are used in each classroom.
All science studies are enhanced with hands-on STEM experiment systems.
In-class experiences are supplemented with robust extra-curricular activities such
as Robotics, Scouting, Choir, and, coming in 2021-22, Student Council.
The physical education curriculum is strengthened through athletic teams
including boys and girls basketball, cheerleading, track, and others to be formed
in partnership with diocesan Catholic Athletic League in 2021-22.
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More

Great things about St. Alphonsus

1. Participation in Holy Mass each week, an in-school chapel, and
annual celebrations such as St. Nicholas Day, St. Joseph’s Altar, May
Crowning, Living Stations of the Cross, and Divine Mercy Chaplet
2. 63% of students are Catholic and 37% are non-Catholic
3. Community service projects with The Lord is My Help, Villa Maria
Retirement Home, and County Animal Shelter
4. Weekly media production by 6th Grade students broadcast to all
classes
5. Close partnership with St. Alphonsus Parish and St. Patrick Catholic
High School
6. Highly active PTO with community and family events such as Night of
Neon, Spring Soirée, Breakfast with Santa, and Grandparents Club
7. Annual Science Fair and Reading Fair for all students
8. Field trips and community experiences to enrich curriculum
9. Classical and liturgical music through the campus-wide audio system
10. School-wide spirit activities such as the annual Talent Show, Pep Rally
with St. Patrick’s, Dr. Seuss Day, and Mardi Gras Parade

Fr. Michael Snyder,
Pastor

Our Leadership
Ms. Eleanor Hartzog,
Principal

Ms. Lauren Ross,
Lead Teacher

